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MAIN LINES OF RESEARCH 
 
Tissue engineering applied to urological oncology and congenital urogenital malformations. 
 
Genetic and immunohistochemistry analyses applied to urological cancers (diagnostic and 
prognostic biomarkers in urine, blood and tissues). 
 
Clinical research of new surgical procedures, drugs and medical device products applied to 
urological oncology, kidney transplantation and benign urogenital pathology (e.g. incontinence, 
benign hyperplasia of the prostate, lithiasis). 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC CHALLENGES 
 
Translational research in the field of diagnosis and treatment of urological disorders. We seek to 
continue active projects, develop new lines of investigation, increase the number of international 
publications, train professionals and increase collaboration with hospital and university groups 
to improve our knowledge about kidney disorders and thereby improve healthcare for patients. 

https://www.fundacio-puigvert.es/ca�


 

 
COLLABORATIONS WITH IIB-SANT PAU GROUPS  
COLLABORATIONS WITH IIB SANT PAU GROUPS 

 Nephrology: genetic predisposition to prostate cancer. 
 

 Clinical Epidemiology and Healthcare: epidemiological studies of urological cancers. 
 

 Clinical Oncology: detection of prognosis biomarkers for drug response in kidney 
cancer. 

 
 
EXTERNAL COLLABORATIONS  
 

National academic collaborations 
 

• IDIBELL Molecular Genetics Laboratory: cystine lithiasis. 
 

• CNIO: biomarkers in bladder cancer. 
 

• National scientific societies (Spanish Urology Association, etc): clinical studies. 
 
 

International academic collaborations 
 

• Aarhus University Molecular Genetics Department: bladder cancer. 
 

• International Robotic Cystectomy Consortium: robotic cystectomy. 
 

• International Renal Cell Carcinoma-Venous Thrombus Consortium: renal-cava 
thrombus in kidney cancer. 

 
 

Private national and international collaborations 
 

• Clinical trials and postauthorization studies promoted by national and international 
pharmaceutical companies. 

S 
 
ACTIVE GRANTS 
 

• “Autologous enriched stem cell fat injection fot the treatment of abdominal defects in 
patients with Exstrophy-Epispadias Complex”. Dra A Bujons. FIU “Pedro Cifuentes 
Diaz”Research Grant. Duration: 2016-2018. 18.000. 

 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION  
TIF: 203,9160 MIF: 5,5112 
IENTIFIC PRODUCTION5,5112 

• Albers P., Albrecht W., Algaba F., Bokemeyer C., Cohn-Cedermark G., Fizazi K., 
Horwich A., Laguna M.P., Nicolai N., Oldenburg J., Guidelines on Testicular Cancer: 
2015 Update (2016) EUR UROL, 68 (6), 1054-1068, IF: 16.2650 
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• Angerri O., Lopez J.M., Sanchez-Martin F., Millan-Rodriguez F., Rosales A., 
Villavicencio H., Simple Laparoscopic Nephrectomy in Stone Disease: Not Always 
Simple (2016) J ENDOUROL, 30 (10), 1095-1098, IF: 2.2700 

 
• Breda A., Territo A., Virtual Reality Simulators for Robot-assisted Surgery (2016) EUR 

UROL, 69 (6), 1081-1082, IF: 16.2650 
 

• Breda A., Territo A., Lopez-Martinez J.M., Benefits and risks of ureteral access sheaths 
for retrograde renal access (2016) CURR OPIN UROL, 26 (1), 70-75, IF: 1.7960 

 
• Breda A., Gausa L., Territo A., Lopez-Martinez J.M., Rodriguez-Faba O., Caffaratti J., 

de Leon J.P., Guirado L., Villavicencio H., Robotic-assisted kidney transplantation: our 
first case (2016) WORLD J UROL, 34 (3), 443-447, IF: 2.7430 

 
• Breda A., Emiliani E., Millan F., Scoffone C.M., Knoll T., Osther P.J.S., Liatsikos E., The 

new concept of ureteral access sheath with guidewire disengagement: One wire does it 
all (2016) WORLD J UROL, 34 (4), 603-606, IF: 2.7430 

 
• Breda A., Castellan P., Freitas R.A., Schwartzmann I., Alvarez Osorio J.L., Amon-

Sesmero J.H., Bellido J.A., Ramos E., Rengifo D., Pena J.A., Villavicencio H., Renal 
and Adrenal Minilaparoscopy: A Prospective Multicentric Study (2016) UROLOGY, 92, 
44-50, IF: 2.3090 

 
• Bujons A., Millan F., Centeno C., Emiliani E., Sanchez Martin F., Angerri O., Caffaratti 

J., Villavicencio H., Mini-percutaneous nephrolithotomy with high-power holmium YAG 
laser in pediatric patients with staghorn and complex calculi (2016) J PEDIATR UROL, 
12 (4), 253.e1-253.e5, IF: 1.6110 

 
• Bujons A., Lopategui D.M., Rodriguez N., Centeno C., Caffaratti J., Villavicencio H., 

Quality of life in female patients with bladder exstrophy-epispadias complex: Long-term 
follow-up (2016) J PEDIATR UROL, 12 (4), 210.e1-210.e6, IF: 1.6110 

 
• Cindolo L., Castellan P., Scoffone C.M., Cracco C.M., Celia A., Paccaduscio A., Schips 

L., Proietti S., Breda A., Giusti G., Mortality and flexible ureteroscopy: analysis of six 
cases (2016) WORLD J UROL, 34 (3), 305-310, IF: 2.7430 

 
• De Gracia-Nieto A.E., Angerri O., Bover J., Salas D., Villamizar J.M., Villavicencio H., 

Acute Renal Failure Secondary to Rhabdomyolysis as a Complication of Major 
Urological Surgery: The Experience of a High-Volume Urological Center (2016) MED 
PRIN PRACT, 25 (4), 329-335, IF: 1.4690 

 
• Frau J.G., Palou J., Rodriguez O., Parada R., Breda A., Villavicencio H., Failure of 

bacillus Calmette-Guérin therapy in nonmuscle-invasive bladder cancer: Definition and 
treatment options (2016) ARCH ESP UROL, 69 (7), 423-433, IF: 0.3230 

 
• Gomis C., Sarquella J., Arce Y., Vinay J.I., Testicular intraepithelial neoplasia and 

infertility: Azoospermia associated with bilateral testicular intraepithelial neoplasia 
(2016) REV INT 

• ANDROL, -, IF: 0.2610 
 

• Gontero P., Sylvester R., Pisano F., Joniau S., Oderda M., Serretta V., Larre S., Di 
Stasi S., Van Rhijn B., Witjes A.J., Grotenhuis A.J., Colombo R., Briganti A., Babjuk M., 
Soukup V., Malmstrom P.-U., Irani J., Malats N., Baniel J., Mano R., Cai T., Cha E.K., 
Ardelt P., Vakarakis J., Bartoletti R., Dalbagni G., Shariat S.F., Xylinas E., Karnes R.J., 
Palou J., The impact of re-transurethral resection on clinical outcomes in a large 
multicentre cohort of patients with T1 high-grade/Grade 3 bladder cancer treated with 
bacille Calmette–Guérin (2016) BJU INT, 118 (1), 44-52, IF: 4.3380 
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• Guiote I., Gaya J.M., Gausa L., Rodriguez O., Palou J., Complications from robot-
assisted radical cystectomy: Where do we stand? (2016) ACTAS UROL ESP, 40 (2), 
108-114, IF:1.1810 

 
• Hedegaard J., Lamy P., Nordentoft I., Algaba F., Hoyer S., Ulhoi B.P., Vang S., Reinert 

T., Hermann G.G., Mogensen K., Thomsen M.B.H., Nielsen M.M., Marquez M., 
Segersten U., Aine M., Hoglund M., Birkenkamp-Demtroder K., Fristrup N., Borre M., 
Hartmann A., Stohr R., Wach S., Keck B., Seitz A.K., Nawroth R., Maurer T., Tulic C., 
Simic T., Junker K., Horstmann M., Harving N., Petersen A.C., Calle M.L., Steyerberg 
E.W., Beukers W., van Kessel K.E.M., Jensen J.B., Pedersen J.S., Malmstrom P.-U., 
Malats N., Real F.X., Zwarthoff E.C., Orntoft T.F., Dyrskjot L., Comprehensive 
Transcriptional Analysis of Early-Stage Urothelial Carcinoma (2016) CANCER CELL, 30 
(1), 27-42, IF: 27.4070 

 
• Jessen J.P., Breda A., Brehmer M., Liatsikos E.N., Millan Rodriguez F., Osther P.J.S., 

Scoffone C.M., Knoll T., International Collaboration in Endourology: Multicenter 
Evaluation of Prestenting for Ureterorenoscopy (2016) J ENDOUROL, 30 (3), 268-273, 
IF: 2.2700 

 
• Juarez del Dago P., Carpio J., Gaya J.M., Palou J., Conservative management and 

follow up in patients with upper tract urothelial carcinoma: Present or future? Manejo 
conservador y seguimiento en pacientes con carcinoma urotelial del tramo urinario 
superior: presente o futuro? (2016) ACTAS UROL ESP, 40 (7), 415-416, IF: 1.1810 

 
• Kamat A.M., Sylvester R.J., Bohle A., Palou J., Lamm D.L., Brausi M., Soloway M., 

Persad R., Buckley R., Colombel M., Alfred Witjes J., Definitions, end points, and 
clinical trial designs for non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer: Recommendations from 
the International Bladder Cancer Group (2016) J CLIN ONCOL, 34 (16), 1935-1944, 
IF:24.0080 

 
• Kassouf W., Traboulsi S.L., Schmitz-Drager B., Palou J., Witjes J.A., van Rhijn B.W.G., 

Grossman H.B., Kiemeney L.A., Goebell P.J., Kamat A.M., Follow-up in non–muscle-
invasive bladder cancer—International Bladder Cancer Network recommendations 
(2016) UROL ONCOL-SEMIN ORI, 34 (10), 460-468, IF: 3.7670 

 
• Kweldam C.F., Nieboer D., Algaba F., Amin M.B., Berney D.M., Billis A., Bostwick D.G., 

Bubendorf L., Cheng L., Comperat E., Delahunt B., Egevad L., Evans A.J., Hansel D.E., 
Humphrey P.A., Kristiansen G., van der Kwast T.H., Magi-Galluzzi C., Montironi R., 
Netto G.J., Samaratunga H., Srigley J.R., Tan P.H., Varma M., Zhou M., van Leenders 
G.J.L.H., Gleason grade 4 prostate adenocarcinoma patterns: an interobserver 
agreement study among genitourinary pathologists (2016) HISTOPATHOLOGY, 69 (3), 
441-449, IF: 3.5230 

 
• Lammers R.J.M., Hendriks J.C.M., Rodriguez Faba O.R.F., Witjes W.P.J., Palou J., 

Witjes J.A., Prediction model for recurrence probabilities after intravesical 
chemotherapy in patients with intermediate-risk non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer, 
including external validation (2016) WORLD J UROL, 34 (2), 173-180, IF: 2.7430 

 
• Mager R., Daneshmand S., Evans C.P., Palou J., Martinez-Salamanca J.I., Master 

V.A., McKiernan J.M., Libertino J.A., Haferkamp A., Haferkamp A., Capitanio U., 
Carballido J.A., Chantada V., Chromecki T., Ciancio G., Daneshmand S., Evans C.P., 
Gontero P., Gonzalez J., Hohenfellner M., Huang W.C., Koppie T.M., Libertino J.A., 
Espinos E.L., Lorentz A., Martinez-Salamanca J.I., Master V.A., McKiernan J.M., 
Montorsi F., Novara G., O'Malley P., Pahernik S., Palou J., Moreno J.L.P., Pruthi R.S., 
Faba O.R., Russo P., Scherr D.S., Shariat S.F., Spahn M., Terrone C., Tilki D., 
Vazquez-Martul D., Donoso C.V., Vergho D., Wallen E.M., Zigeuner R., Renal cell 
carcinoma with inferior vena cava involvement: Prognostic effect of tumor thrombus 
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consistency on cancer specific survival (2016) J SURG ONCOL, 114 (6), 764-768, IF: 
2.9930  

 
• Naito S., Algaba F., Babjuk M., Bryan R.T., Sun Y.-H., Valiquette L., de la Rosette J., 

The Clinical Research Office of the Endourological Society (CROES) Multicentre 
Randomised Trial of Narrow Band Imaging–Assisted Transurethral Resection of 
Bladder Tumour (TURBT) Versus Conventional White Light Imaging–Assisted TURBT 
in Primary Non–Muscle-invasive Bladder 

• Cancer Patients: Trial Protocol and 1-year Results (2016) EUR UROL, 70 (3), 506-515, 
IF: 16.2650 

 
• Palou-Redorta J., Solsona E., Angulo J., Fernandez J.M., Madero R., Unda M., 

Martinez-Pineiro J.A., Portillo J., Chantada V., Moyano J.L., Retrospective study of 
various conservative treatment options with bacille Calmette-Guérin in bladder urothelial 
carcinoma T1G3: Maintenance therapy (2016) ACTAS UROL ESP, 40 (6), 370-377, IF: 
1.1810 

 
• Pena J.A., Schwartzmann I., Gavrilov P., Moncada E., Lopez J.M., Gaya J.M., Oliveira 

M., Breda A., Rosales A., Palou J., Villavicencio H., Off-Clamp Renal Tumourectomy by 
Retroperitoneoscopy in Posterior Renal Tumours of Medium Complexity (Padua score 
8-9) Tumorectomía off-clamp por retroperitoneocopia en tumores renales posteriores 
de complejidad media (Padua score 8-9) (2016) ACTAS UROL ESP, 40 (1), 11-16, IF: 
1.1810 

 
• Ribal M.J., Mengual L., Lozano J.J., Ingelmo-Torres M., Palou J., Rodriguez-Faba O., 

Witjes J.A., Van Der Heijden A.G., Medina R., Conde J.M., Marberger M., Schmidbauer 
J., Fernandez P.L., Alcaraz A., Gene expression test for the non-invasive diagnosis of 
bladder cancer: A prospective, blinded, international and multicenter validation study 
(2016) EUR J CANCER, 54, 131-138, IF: 6.0290 

 
• Rodriguez Faba O., Sanguedolce F., Grange P., Kooiman G., Bakavicius A., de la Torre 

P., Palou J., Kidney cancer focal cryoablation trend: does location or approach matter? 
(2016) WORLD J UROL, 34 (7), 917-923, IF: 2.7430 

 
• Rodriguez Faba O., Akdogan B., Marszalek M., Langenhuijsen J.F., Brookman-May S., 

Stewart G.D., Capitanio U., Sanguedolce F., Current Status of Focal Cryoablation for 
Small Renal Masses (2016) UROLOGY, 90, 9-15, IF: 2.3090 

 
• Rodriguez Faba O., Gaya J.M., Breda A., Juarez del Dago P., Pisano F., Salas D., 

Palou J., Resection of the Intramural Portion of the Distal Ureter during Transurethral 
Resection of Bladder Tumors: Predictive Factors for Secondary Stenosis and 
Development of Upper Urinary Tract Recurrence (2016) J UROLOGY, 196 (1), 52-56, 
IF: 5.1570 

 
• Rosales A., Emiliani E., Salvador J.T., Pena J.A., Gaya J.M., Palou J., Villavicencio H., 

Laparoscopic Management of Ureteroileal Anastomosis Strictures: Initial Experience 
(2016) EUR UROL, 70 (3), 493-498, IF: 16.2650 

 
• Sanchez-Martin F.M., Lopez-Martinez J.M., Kanashiro-Azabache A., Moncada E., 

Angerri-Feu O., Millan-Rodriguez F., Villavicencio-Mavrich H., Corinebacterium 
urealyticum: Increased incidence of infection and encrusted uropathy (2016) ACTAS 
UROL ESP, 40 (2), 102-107, IF: 1.1810 

 
• Schwartzmann I., Gaya J.M., Breda A., Cateterización tras ureteroscopia, ¿siempre, 

nunca, cuándo? (2016) ARCH ESP UROL, 69 (8), 565-570, IF: 0.3230 
 

• Seisen T., Peyronnet B., Dominguez-Escrig J.L., Bruins H.M., Yuan C.Y., Babjuk M., 
Bohle A., Burger M., Comperat E.M., Cowan N.C., Kaasinen E., Palou J., van Rhijn 
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B.W.G., Sylvester R.J., Zigeuner R., Shariat S.F., Roupret M., Oncologic Outcomes of 
Kidney-sparing Surgery Versus Radical Nephroureterectomy for Upper Tract Urothelial 
Carcinoma: A Systematic Review by the EAU Non-muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer 
Guidelines Panel (2016) EUR UROL, 70 (6), 1052-1068, IF: 16.2650 

 
• Varma M., Egevad L., Algaba F., Berney D., Bubendorf L., Camparo P., Comperat E., 

Erbersdobler A., Griffiths D., Grobholz R., Haitel A., Hulsbergen-van de Kaa C., 
Langner C., Loftus B., Lopez-Beltran A., Mayer N., Nesi G., Oliveira P., Oxley J., Rioux-
Leclercq N., Seitz G., Shanks J., Kristiansen G., Intraductal carcinoma of prostate 
reporting practice: A survey of expert European uropathologists (2016) J CLIN 
PATHOL, 69 (10), 852-857, IF: 2.6870 

 
• Witjes J.A., Dalbagni G., Karnes R.J., Shariat S., Joniau S., Palou J., Serretta V., Larre 

S., di Stasi S., Colombo R., Babjuk M., Malmstrom P.-U., Malats N., Irani J., Baniel J., 
Cai T., Cha E., Ardelt P., Varkarakis J., Bartoletti R., Spahn M., Pisano F., Gontero P., 
Sylvester R., The efficacy of BCG TICE and BCG Connaught in a cohort of 2,099 
patients with T1G3 non–muscle-invasive bladder cancer (2016) UROL ONCOL-SEMIN 
ORI, 34 (11), 484.e19-484.e25, IF: 3.7670 

 
• Zondervan P.J., Wagstaff P.G.K., Desai M.M., de Bruin D.M., Fraga A.F., Hadaschik 

B.A., Kollermann J., Liehr U.B., Pahernik S.A., Schlemmer H.P., Wendler J.J., Algaba 
F., de la Rosette J.J.M.C.H., Laguna Pes M.P., Follow-up after focal therapy in renal 
masses: an international multidisciplinary Delphi consensus project (2016) WORLD J 
UROL, 34 (12), 1657-1665, IF: 2.7430 

 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

• Questions and answers on prostate multiparameter magnetic resonance imaging: 
Everything a urologist should know. Catala V., Salas D., Esquena S., Mateu S., Algaba 
F., Palou J., De la Torre P. (2016) ACTAS UROL ESP 40 6 339-352 IF: 1,1810 

 
• Failure of Bacillus Calmette-Guérin therapy in non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer: 

Definition and treatment options. Gual Frau J., Palou J., Rodríguez O., Parada R., 
Breda A., Villavicencio H. (2016) ARCH ESP UROL 69 7 423-433 IF: 0,3230 

• Clinical performance of prostate health index in men with tpsa>10ng/ml: results from a 
multicentric european study. Lazzeri M., Lughezzani G., Haese A., Mcnicholas T., De 
La Taille A., Buffi N., Cardone P., Hurle R., Casale P., Bini V., Palou J., Graefen M., 
Guazzoni G. (2016) UROL ONCOL 34 9 415 EE19 IF: 3,7670 

 
• Evaluation of Padua score as predictor of warm ischemia time (WIT) during 

laparoscopic partial nephrectomy (LPN). Ricciardulli S., Ding Q., Zhang X., Li H., Wang 
B., Yang G., Zhang P., Ma X., Breda A. (2016) UROLOGIA 83 4 194-199 IF: 0,29 

BOOKS OR CHAPTERS WITH ISBN 
AWARDS 
AWARDS 
 

• BEST POSTER RISING STARS AWARD IN UROLOGY “Focal Cryo-Ablation in 
Localized Radiation Failure Prostate Cancer”. Juárez del Dago, P; Villavicencio, H; 
Breda, A; Bakavicius, A; Castellón, P; Moncada, E; Salas, D; Schwartzmann, I; Palou, 
J. VII RISING STARS IN UROLOGY. Granada (Spain), 25-26 February 

 
• BEST POSTER AWARD IN SECTION "Last news in future treatments in erectil 

dysfunction". “Sub-albuginean adipocyte accumulation is associated with erectile 
dysfunction: First clinical evidence and pathophysiological implications”. Vinay, J.; 
Sarquella, J; Sánchez, J; Algaba, F; Gallegos, I; Rojas-Cruz, C; Palma, C. 31th EAU 
ANNUAL CONGRESS. Munich (Germany), 11-15 March 
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• BEST POSTER AWARD “FDG PET-CT vs CT Scan in the staging of urothelial 

neoplasms”. Gaya, JM; Rodríguez, O; Maroto, P; Carrió, I; Parada, R; Kanashiro, A; 
Gómez de Liaño, A; Palou,J. AUA ANNUAL MEETING. San Diego (California (USA)), 
6-10 May 

 
• "JUAN FRÍAS Y HERRÁN" MEDAL. Villavicencio, H. Universidad San Francisco Xavier 

de Chuquiasaca. Sucre (Bolívia), August 
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